Can pets get contract, carry and spread the Corona Vvirus (COVID-19)?
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The new Corona Vvirus (COVID-19) has managed to travel spread like a viral wildfire to over 162 countries and continues to do so at a ruthless pace – in some areas more aggressively than others. The vicious virus has taken claimed thousands of lives and has left everyone a global population in a state of panic. Hand sanitizers, toilet paper and other hygiene necessities have flown off the shelves as a result of the panic which drives many toin preparatione for of self-isolationquarantine. It’s It seems as if the world as we knew it has been turned upside downcrazy out there! Suddenly,  we’re all leaning over to the OCD hygiene habitshumans suffer from OCD,  and the feeling the need to wash their our hands much more than before – and for more than 20 seconds while singing the Happy Birthday song not only once, but twice!. Eish!
Humans are at high risk of getting being infected with COVID-19, but what about our precious pets? Can Coco get contract and spread COVID-19, or is your fFurball ‘purr-fectly’ safe? Allow us toLet’s clear the air on this concern! … 
The pet dog of a coronavirus Coronavirus patient in Hong Kong has been found to have a low level of the virus after being repeatedly tested, but there is no evidence yet that pets can spread the infectionvirus, states the Hong Kong Government. The World Health Organization also confirmed that there is no evidence that pets such as cats and dogs have been fatally infected or could spread the virus that causes the COVID-19 diseasevirus. 
Although there is no confirmed evidence to this effectthat pets can get and spread COVID-19, the World Small Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA), ) – the professional body that represents more than 200,000 veterinarians worldwide, – advises that pet owners wash their hands after interacting with their pets and continue to practise proper hygiene practises with their four-legged friends. 
Take note: Dogs can get Canine Coronavirus, which is different from COVID-19. Humans, however, can’t get contract Canine-specific Coronavirus. Canine coronavirus Coronavirus is a highly contagious intestinal infection and . 	Comment by Nicolene van Heerden: I suggest we add stats regarding the occurrence of Canine Coronavirus.

Ssymptoms include:
·  Vomiting 
· Diarrhoea
·  Dehydration
·  Fatigue 
·  Loss of appetite 

If your dog experiences the above symptoms, go to your nearest vet ASAP!

TPrecautionary tips to keep pets protectedhealthy:
[image: ]
1. Feed Ensure that  your pets stick to a high-quality diet to strengthen their immune systems.
2. Make sure that your pet’s vaccinations are up to date.
3. Don’t allow your pets to come into close contact with other people’s pets. 
4. Brush your dog and kitty’s pearly whites to improve oral hygiene. (Don’t use human toothpaste, rather buy toothpaste for pets.)	Comment by Nicolene van Heerden: Rather link our blog article on brushing your dog’s teeth…
5. Give your pets a bath at least every two weeks or so to keep their coats shiny and clean. (If kitty’s not a fan of soap and water, buy dry shampoo for pets).	Comment by Nicolene van Heerden: Rather link our blog articles on bathing your dog and cat
6. Wash your fur child’s bed and blanky regularly to avoid the spread of germs. (Bleach it, if you must).	Comment by Nicolene van Heerden: Link our blog article on keeping a clean home with pets
7. Make sure that your furry companions have pet insurance should they fall ill (or get injured) necessitating an for those (expensive) trip to the vet bills.

According to The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) says for responsible pet owners, being prepared preparing in advance is key. Make sure you have an emergency kit  consisting ofprepared, with at least two weeks’ worth of your pet’s food and any needed medications. Usually, we think about emergency kits like this in terms of what might be needed for an evacuation, but it’s also good to have one prepared in the case of quarantine or self-isolation when you cannot leave your home.
Remember, although there is no evidence that pets can get contract or spread the COVID-19 vCorona Virus, it’s best to be cautious and stick to good hygiene habits when socialising with your beloved pet. If you notice that your pet is sneezing, coughing or having trouble breathing, please consult a qualified vet immediately. Don’t take a sniff and lazy day too lightly.!
As for humans, the World Health Organization recommends that they we wash ourtheir hands regularly, cover their our mouths and noses when in close proximity, amongst other people, and rather avoid such contact where possible for the time being. The Organization also urges members of the public to and get tested for COVID-19 if flu-like symptoms are experienced. 
Stay safe and be cautiousmaintain proper hygiene – remember that. G good health is your most precious asset!
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